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Introducing ... the Low Carbon Partnership
The Low Carbon Partnership consists of the all the Local Authorities 
across the Dorset sub-region and a range of other organisations 
and groups working together to tackling climate change. It has 
evolved from the Dorset Energy Group, which has been working 
since 2005 to champion Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
across Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole.

This newsletter focuses on the government’s local carbon 
framework project, which provided funding for the area to 
explore a range of low carbon projects. This work has allowed 
the former Dorset Energy Group to become more widely involved 
in initiatives tackling climate change. The Dorset Energy Group 
delivered it’s work through an Executive and five working group 
focusing on:- bio-energy, planning, energy efficiency, public sector 
and community energy. The Low Carbon Partnership will continue 
and strengthen the work of these groups but will seek to influence 
and drive the wider carbon reduction activities. 

Over the next few months we will be looking at the areas of work 
we focus on and how we work in order to take account of the new 
emerging renewable energy strategy for the area and a wider 
‘low carbon’ role. Watch this space for more news.
Click www.dorsetforyou.com/dorsetenergygroup to find out 
more.

                       
N E W S L E T T E R

Welcome, to the first newsletter from the Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole Low Carbon 
Partnership (formerly the Dorset Energy Group). The newsletter aims to keep you up-
to-date on the work of the Partnership and how you can get involved in reducing your 
carbon emissions and saving money.
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http://www.dorsetforyou.com/387640


Project Focus ...

Renewable Energy Strategy Review
The Low Carbon Partnership has been working 
closely with RegenSW to refresh the Bournemouth, 
Dorset & Poole Renewable Energy Strategy first 
published in 2005. The aim is to reflect on how we 
are getting on, see what has changed over the last 
six years and to ensure we are still on the right 
track.

So far this work has involved an assessment of the 
potential use of each renewable energy 
technology, including solar, biomass and wind and 
how these could contribute both to the energy 
demands of the area and national targets. 

The review highlighted that currently we generate 
a mere 0.9% of our energy needs from 
renewables in Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole. To c
ontribute toward national and European targets this 
would need to increase by 15-20 times. There are 
huge opportunities to increase the use of all types 
of renewable energy but wind and biomass have 
the largest potential in the area.

A public opinion survey conducted in March showed 
strong support for Dorset to play its part and to 
work towards producing 15% of its energy from 
renewable sources. 

Also in March, a lively consultation event was 
attended by over 70 organisations to shape the 
strategy and identify priorities for the future. 

Local Carbon Framework

At the end of last year Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole were selected by Goverment, amongst 
30 local authorities, to pilot a ‘Local Carbon Framework’ with the aim of developing different 
approaches to reducing carbon emissions that could then be used across the UK. 

At the launch, Climate Change Minister Greg Barker commented: “Local Councils can play a vital role in 
cutting carbon because they have unrivalled local knowledge, experience and influence. We want to tap in to this, 
so we have awarded just over £2 million to be shared between 30 pioneering councils to work with individuals, 
businesses and communities to find the best and most effective ways to reduce emissions and stimulate their local 
economy. The results of the project will decide what works best so other councils across the country can benefit 
and learn.”

Our area received over £200,000 to support 15 projects, looking at different ways to reduce carbon 
emissions covering transport, energy efficiency, renewable energy and waste. In the autumn, all the Local 
Carbon Framework pilots will be evaluated and learning shared across the UK. In Dorset, many of these 
projects will conclude over the next couple of months and here we showcase three of the early ones. 

 
 

The Low Carbon Partnership is now 
seeking wider views on the developing 
strategy. If you would like to share your 
views the public consultation is open until 
30 September 2011 and can be found at 
www.dorsetforyou.com/consultation 

Your chance to 

comment!

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/consultation 


Other Local Carbon Framework projects 
are looking at:
• Local transport strategies to reduce carbon
• Encouraging local use of sustainable transport
• Local school travel
• Options for an electric vehicle charging network
• Potential for wood fuelled district heating
• Opportunities for improving home insulation
• Carbon saving by preventing waste
• Community capacity building through 

the ‘Sustainable Dorset’ website -                                                                                                                                
www.sustainabledorset.org.uk

Managing Waste - Low Carbon Style!
This project used specialist software analysis called 
WRATE (Waste and Resources Assessment Tool for the 
Environment) to compare the different methods currently 
used to deal with household waste in Bournemouth, Dorset 
and Poole. It identified the carbon footprint from the 
various ways we collect and dispose of waste and 
explored possible means of reducing carbon emissions. 
The results were presented to the project team in March 
at the offices of the AeroThermal Group in Poole. 

The company used the same technology that builds 
Formula one racing cars and aircraft from carbon fibre to 
develop an autoclave (industrial oven) to process waste. 
The system uses steam and pressure to convert the waste 
into on organic sludge and to sterilise the recyclable 
materials (metals, plastics, glass) which can easily be 
removed. The sludge can be used to produce bio-gas for 
energy within an anaerobic digester and the final 
left-over material can be used as a low grade soil. The 
process also reduces energy use by recycling heat within 
the system. The results of the study and the WRATE 
analysis will help the three council’s consider the carbon 
impacts of their waste management options to develop 
low carbon waste strategies for the future. 

Dorset Urban Food
This exciting project has been working with local food 
producers, public sector organisations, and tourism and 
hospitality businesses to develop short supply chains to 
reduce carbon emissions. Through a series of surveys, 
workshops and interviews the project has identified the 
food supply chain needs of the participating businesses 
and assessed the potential supply and demand of local 
products in Dorset.  

The project enabled an assessment of the feasibility of 
a carbon calculator that allows businesses to know the 
carbon reductions they have achieved by utilising local 
products.  Two new parallel activities have also been 
developed; a dedicated local food distribution system 
and an innovative, community-led retail outlet, both of 
which are at the business planning stage. Funding is 
being sought to implement these areas of activity. To 
avoid loss of momentum whilst funding is secured a 
range of ‘interim’ activity will be implemented.  

This will include collating up-to-date information about 
businesses along the food supply chain and acting as a 
point of contact for anyone wishing to identify 
potential suppliers, distributors and buyers. The 
partnership will continue to work with producers who 
want to enter the local food sector, support the 
development and expansion of Direct from Dorset, the 
county’s accreditation scheme, and partner with 
education providers to enhance the knowledge economy. 
Support will also be provided to those businesses that 
have expressed a desire to host local food events such 
as farm walks, tasters and markets. Finally, if support is 
available the partnership aims to deliver a major local 
food festival to highlight the opportunities and benefits 
of sourcing local products and the carbon reductions 
that can be achieved. Find out more here

http://Other Local Carbon Framework projects are looking at:Reducing carbon by implementing local transport strategiesAlternatives that encourage local use of sustainable transportEncouraging children to attend local schoolsHow to get the best out of an electric vehicle charging networkPotential for wood fuelled district heatingFurther opportunities for improving home insulationThe carbon saving of preventing the creation of wasteCommunity capacity building through the �Sustainable Dorset� website (www.sustainabledorset.org.uk)
http://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Environment/Sustainability/TheDorsetUrbanFoodProject.aspx


HIGHLIGHTS

Helping to reduce energy
Dorset Country Council’s Energy Efficiency Devlopment 
Officer; Jon Bird has been hard at work developing 
projects to help businesses and the public save money. 
Here’s a selection of his latest projects:

Cut your energy bills 
People in Bournemouth and Dorset can slash their home 
electricity bills by borrowing an energy monitor for 
free from their library. Households can typically save 
between £25 and £75 off a £500 electricity bill by 
using a monitor. For more information, contact your 
local library.
Where has all the heat gone?
Thermal imaging cameras are versatile tools for a 
range of energy saving tasks. Local community groups, 
public organisations, and businesses can now borrow 
a camera for up to a week, free of charge, and will 
receive training on how to use it. Call Peter Bywater 
on 01202 307416 or pete@deac.co.uk for further 
details.
Control your compressors!
Compressed air is a very expensive energy source, 
and often wasted through leaks that can be fixed 
cheaply and easily.  A new service is now available to 
businesses to control leakage from compressed air. The 
FREE service includes a leak survey, staff training to 
detect future leaks and periodic loan of the leak 
detector. Call Shirley Ewart on 01202 714812 or 
shirley.ewart@dcci.co.uk for further details.

Solar photovoltaics- buyer beware
The introduction of feed-in tariffs which provide a 
guaranteed long-term income to householders who 
install solar photovoltaic (PV) panels has led to a huge 
increase in the number of installations. Less welcome 
has been an increase in the use of salespeople 
pressurising householders to sign up to a PV installation 
at the time of a home visit. Such practices are illegal 
under the Government’s accreditation scheme for solar 
PV installers.
Top tips if considering solar PV:
• Look at the Dorset Energy Group PV information 

leaflet here
• Always get at least 2 quotes before signing an 

installation contract. Look at the solar PV buyer’s 
guidance on the Which? website here
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How	energy	fit	is	your	home?
Before we face another cold winter now is the time to 
find out how you could save money on energy bills by 
simply giving your home a, energy health check. To 
take the check-up go to the Energy Saving Trust 
website - 
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/homeenergycheck/

Local authorities lead on solar 
Both Dorset County Council and Bournemouth Borough 
Council have recently approved the investment on Solar 
PV. Amounting to £1.5million to be invested in Dorset 
on council buildings, schools and county farms and more 
than £400,000 to be invested in council buildings and 
housing in Bournemouth. 
Countdown	to	Grant	Cuts
Grants that make insulation free, or that drastically 
reduce the cost of insulating your home, are coming to an 
end. Now is the time to check and see if you are eligible 
for assistance with cavity wall insulation or loft insulation. 
This will save you money on your energy bills and make 
your home warmer. Contact the Dorset Energy Advice 
Centre on 0800 975 0166, or via www.deac.co.uk, or at 
info@deac.co.uk.

hot topic!

FIND OUT MORE... to catch up on all the latest energy news and for more information visit 
www.regensw.co.uk • www.energysavingtrust.org.uk • www.deac.co.uk • www.sustainabledorset.org.uk 
• www.dorsetforyou.com/dorsetenergygroup

GET	IN	TOUCH... send your views and comments to sustainability@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

COMING	UP... in the next newsletter we will be looking at Biomass

www.dorsetforyou.com/dorsetenergygroup
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http://www.dorsetforyou.com/renewableenergyinfo
http://www.which.co.uk/environment-and-saving-energy/energy/guides/how-to-buy-solar-panels/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/homeenergycheck/
http://www.regensw.co.uk
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
http://www.deac.co.uk
http://www.sustainabledorset.org.uk
http://http://www.dorsetforyou.com/dorsetenergygroup

